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SILENT REBELLION wins ‘Best International Feature’ & its  
lead LILA GUENEAU wins ‘Best Performance in a Debut Feature’ 

+ 

GASLIT wins ‘Best Documentary Feature’ 
+ 

THANKS FOR NOTHING wins ‘Discovery Award for Best Debut Feature’ 
+ 

NINA PANINNGUAQ SKYDSBJERG & SOFIE RØRDAM win  
‘Best Debut Director’ for WALLS – AKINNI INUK 

+ 

SERENA wins ‘Best Horror Feature’  
+ 

MACBETH wins ‘Best UK Feature’ 
+ 

KIRSTY BELL wins ‘Best UK Director’ for EDDIE COCHRAN – DON’T FORGET ME 
+ 

IZABELLA MALEWSKA wins ‘Best Performance in a UK Feature’ for TRAMP 
+ 

DAN POOLE wins ‘Best UK Cinematography’ for SECTION 1591_SEX TRAFFICKING 
OF CHILDREN IN THE USA 

+ 

SO WHAT wins ‘Spirit of Raindance’ award 
+ 

PANKAJA, THE OATH, GOD IS SHY win Oscar®-qualifying short awards 
and WONDERWALL wins ‘Best UK Short’ 

www.raindance.org/festival  
 
FRI 26 JUNE, Raindance Jury Awards @ The Canon Lounge, OneNinety Four Piccadilly: to celebrate 
the outstanding films screening at the 34th Raindance Film Festival (17 – 26 June), jury awards are 
presented to features and shorts. Raindance’s awards system honours features in 11 categories: 
Best International Feature, Best Documentary Feature, Discovery Award for Debut Feature, Best Debut 
Director, Best Performance in a Debut Feature, Best UK Feature, Best UK Director, Best Performance in a 
UK Feature, Best UK Cinematography, the Spirit of Raindance Award and new for 2026 is Best Horror 
Feature. Raindance is BIFA-qualifying for British features. 
 

Raindance honours the work of short filmmakers with 4 awards. An Oscar® qualifying festival, the 
recipients of the Best Live Action Short, Best Documentary Short, and Best Animation Short awards are 
eligible for consideration in the three Short Film categories of the Academy Awards® without the 
standard theatrical run (provided the films otherwise comply with Academy rules). Honouring 
homegrown talent, Raindance also presents an award for Best UK Short. Raindance is BAFTA-
qualifying and BIFA-qualifying for British Shorts in the official selection.  

 

AND THE WINNERS ARE: 
 

BEST INTERNATIONAL FEATURE: “SILENT REBELLION” 
(dir: Marie-Elsa Sgualdo, Belgium/France/Switzerland) UK Premiere. First Feature. Nominated at 
Venice film festival, this WW2 drama follows a virtuous teen in 1943 Switzerland who questions her 
village’s morality when they turn away French refugees. 

http://www.raindance.org/festival


 

BEST DOCUMENTARY FEATURE: “GASLIT” 
(dir: Katie Camosy, USA) UK Premiere. First Feature. Executive produced by Jane Fonda, this 
powerful fracking doc follows the multi-award-winning actress and activist as she travels across the 
oil fields of West Texas’ Permian Basin and through the Gulf Coast of Louisiana, visiting the 
communities impacted by oil and gas production. 
 

DISCOVERY AWARD FOR BEST DEBUT FEATURE (the Elisar Cabrera Award): “THANKS FOR 
NOTHING” 
(dir: Stella Marie Markert, Germany) UK Premiere. First Feature. Four teenagers have created their 
own little anarchic utopia in the group home where they live. But one of them, sick of the world and its 
expectations, is determined not to survive past 18. Her friends try to keep her suicide attempts 
hidden, terrified of losing the only semblance of ‘home’ they’ve ever known. 
 

BEST DEBUT DIRECTOR: NINA PANINNGUAQ SKYDSBJERG, SOFIE RØRDAM, “WALLS – 
AKINNI INUK” 
(dir: Nina Paninnguaq Skydsbjerg, Sofie Rørdam, Greenland) UK Premiere. First Feature. Two 
Greenlandic women are united by a shared traumatic past and a chaotic present - one behind bars, 
the other behind a cool facade. A moving journey for a second chance at life. 
 

BEST PERFORMANCE IN A DEBUT FEATURE: LILA GUENEAU, “SILENT REBELLION” 
(dir: Marie-Elsa Sgualdo, Belgium/France/Switzerland) UK Premiere. First Feature. Nominated at 
Venice film festival, this WW2 drama follows a virtuous teen in 1943 Switzerland who questions her 
village’s morality when they turn away French refugees. 
 

BEST HORROR FEATURE (the Roger Corman Award) “SERENA” 
(dir Rob Alicea, USA) International Premiere. A down-on-his-luck former rock star becomes a beta 
tester for a revolutionary new chat bot named Serena – but who is testing who? Starring Andi 
Matichak (Halloween), Steven Strait (The Expanse), Ashleigh Murray (The Other Black Girl). 
 

BEST UK FEATURE: “MACBETH” 
(dir: Daryl Chase, UK) World Premiere. When a malevolent force offers Macbeth a future as king, 
encouraged by Lady Macbeth, they seize their fate, with grave consequences. The story is brought to 
life via a social enterprise production, tackling barriers to filmmaking. 
 

BEST DIRECTOR OF A UK FEATURE: KIRSTY BELL, “EDDIE COCHRAN – DON’T FORGET ME” 
(dir: Kirsty Bell, UK). UK Premiere. The first official biography of rock & roll icon Eddie Cochran. 
Despite his brief 21 years, Cochran’s musical legacy resonates across generations and genres, 
influencing icons from David Bowie to The Sex Pistols. 
 

BEST PERFORMANCE IN A UK FEATURE: IZABELLA MALEWSKA, “TRAMP” 
(dir: Philip James McGoldrick, UK) UK Premiere. First Feature. When an MMA fighter discovers she’s 
unexpectedly pregnant, she grapples with the repercussions on her fighting career. 
 

BEST UK CINEMATOGRAPHY: DAN POOLE, “SECTION 1591_SEX TRAFFICKING OF 
CHILDREN IN THE USA” 
(dir: Cort Kristensen, Dan Poole, UK/USA) World Premiere. A gripping and poignant documentary that 
juxtaposes the hidden world of sex trafficking in America, with the story of former U.S. Special Forces 
operative Jeff Tiegs, who now fights to free the oppressed as he once did in combat. 
 

SPIRIT OF RAINDANCE AWARD (the Philip Gambrill Award): “SO WHAT” 
(dir: Blake Inniss, UK) World Premiere. First Feature. After a stroke threatens his ability to speak, 
pioneering videographer John Bentham fights to reclaim his voice while confronting his legacy at the 
heart of Britain’s punk revolution. Through rare archive and present-day reflection, the film explores 
ambition, survival, and the cost of living defiantly. 
 

BEST LIVE ACTION SHORT: “PANKAJA “(dir: Anooya Swamy, USA/India) 
The story follows Pankaja, a woman who, along with her daughter Lalli, desperately navigates the city 
slums and bureaucracy of Bangalore in a quest to locate her missing husband. Oscar®-qualifying 
award. 
 

BEST DOCUMENTARY SHORT: “THE OATH” (dir: Liane Aviram, Louis Hollis, UK) 



In the Israeli healthcare sector, a quarter of doctors are Palestinian citizens of Israel. While the 
medical oath calls for equal care for all patients, Palestinian physician Dr Lina Qasem Hassan 
witnesses the system veering away from that promise. Oscar®-qualifying award. 
 

BEST ANIMATION SHORT: “GOD IS SHY” (dir: Jocelyn Charles, France) 
A train game on fears shifts when a stranger joins with darker motives. Oscar®-qualifying award. 
 

BEST UK SHORT: “WONDERWALL” (dir: Róisín Burns, UK/France) 
Liverpool, 1995. The dockers are on strike. But Siobhan and her big brother Rory have other things on 
their mind: will their heroes Oasis beat Blur in tonight's Battle of Britpop. When a fight breaks out, 
Siobhan runs off into the night. She drifts around, tired and alone. 

 

RAINDANCE 2026 JURY 
Adriana Paz (Emilia Pérez), Aimee-Ffion Edwards (Slow Horses, Believe Me, Peaky Blinders, Luther), 
Andrew Buchan (Broadchurch, Black Doves), Charlotte Hope (Evil Dead Wrath, The Spanish Princess), 
David Ajala (The Woman in Cabin 10, Nine Bodies In A Mexican Morgue, Law And Order), Denise Gough 
(Andor, Under the Banner of Heaven), Eva Birthistle (Bad Sisters, The Last Kingdom), Hazel Doupe (Say 
Nothing, You Are Not My Mother), Jacob Anderson (Interview with the Vampire, Bad Apples, Game of 
Thrones), Joanna Vanderham (Warrior, Crime), Jonathan Rhys Meyers (Edge of the World, The 12th 
Man, Match Point), Karla Crome (Misfits, Carnival Row), Lara Pulver (Sherlock, Da Vinci’s Demons), 
Reza Diako (The Diplomat, Tehran), Rose Ayling-Ellis MBE (EastEnders, Code of Silence), Shaun 
Thomas (How To Have Sex, Game of Thrones), Sope Dirisu (My Father's Shadow, Gangs of London, His 
House, Slow Horses) 
 

Adrian Garcia Bogliano (Director and screenwriter), Akua Gyamfi (Founder of The British Blacklist), Ali 
Mashayekhi (Film producer), Amedeo Claris (Author), Anthony Andrews (Co-founder & Creative 
Director of We Are Parable), Ashanti Omkar (Broadcaster, critic and producer), Ashley Horne 
(Producer), Caroline Kennedy (Author & Journalist), Cherish Oteka (BAFTA-winning documentary 
filmmaker), Chris Overton (Oscar winning director), Christopher M. Anthony (Director & screenwriter), 
Ciaran O’Brien (Cinematographer), Corin Taylor (Executive Producer at Blink Productions), Daren 
Smith (CEO Craftsman Films), Fiona Lamptey (BAFTA-winning producer / former Director of UK Film 
at Netflix), Greg Gioia (Film writer & podcaster), Guneet Monga Kapoor (Producer: Oscar® winning 
short The Elephant Whisperers), Hayder Hoozeer (BAFTA-winning producer), Jamie Donoughue 
(Director and writer), John Llewellyn Probert (Horror writer & film critic), Julian Richards (Founder of 
Jinga Films), Lee Knight (filmmaker: Oscar® nominated short film A Friend Of Dorothy), Max Marlow 
(Producer), Natasha Dack Ojumu (Co-founder of Tigerlily Productions/ Documentary Producer), Rita 
Osei (Director & producer), Tarquin Gotch (Music supervisor)  
 

Joseph Bushell (Head of Production, Marauder Pictures), Natalie Coffen (Producer, Forbes 30 under 
30), Maxine Gordon (Head of Development, Marauder Pictures), Justine Hart (Script Consultant, The 
Script Factory), Harvey John (Founder & CEO of Developing Room), Joann Kushner (Director of 
Operations, Screenlife UK), Hayley Mckenzie (Script Consultant, Script Angel), Denzil Monk (Founder 
& CEO of Bosena), Poppy O’Hagan (Producer, Giant Films), Gemma Pascual (Script Development 
Consultant, Script Ally). Full details of the 2026 jury here: https://raindance.org/festival/jury-2026/ 

 

RAINDANCE SCRIPT COMPETITION 
The Raindance Script Competition showcases film and television scripts selected from a record 
number of submissions, double last year’s total, and marks a shift towards a more development-led 
format with advisory support, enabling selected projects to be introduced to industry partners, 
including Bosena (Rose of Nevada) and Tempo Productions (I Swear), amongst others. Supported by 
IMGN and Script Angel, the initiative marks Raindance’s expanding focus on script development.  
 
And the winners are: 
 

TV comedy: “Gravediggers” by Cressida Peever 
TV drama: “Orangemen's Day” by Molly Jennings 
Short: “Empty House” by Sheida Sheikhha  
Feature: “Rave” by Stefan Kaday 
 

https://raindance.org/festival/jury-2026/


LOST CANON: NEW AI-NATIVE SHORT FILM INITIATIVE 
Lost Canon, a new AI-native short film initiative from CapCut, Raindance Film Festival and 
Moonmax, brings together ten filmmakers to imagine forgotten histories, myths and alternate 
realities. Highlights include MOTHMEN (Jan-Willem Blom), which reimagines gargoyles as monstrous 
creatures that terrorised ancient England; BLACK-OP 1977 (Frankie Caradonna), a conspiracy thriller 
uncovering the supernatural truth behind New York’s infamous blackout; E14 (Tamas Olajos), 
exploring a mysterious discovery buried beneath Canary Wharf; THEODORE AND WILSON (Ben 
Abergel), a tender post-Watergate drama about hope and national reconciliation; ALL MY KITTIES 
(Katharina Gellein Viken & Charles Kriel), WHAT CHIVALRY IS THIS (Toby Hyder), DELETE FOREVER 
(Phill Turner), CINEMA WEST! (Jagger Waters), and SOFT PLAY (Ikenna Mokwe). Produced using 
CapCut Video Studio, the initiative showcases the creative potential of AI-native filmmaking and 
premiered at Raindance Film Festival 2026. 
 

 

For more information: 
Stuart Haggas: press@raindance.co.uk 

 

 

EDITORS NOTES:  
Raindance Film Festival is the largest independent film festival in the UK and it has been recognised by Variety 
as “one of the world’s top 50 unmissable film festivals”. Raindance showcases the boldest, freshest content from 
British and international filmmakers. Industry and the public attend cutting-edge panels, talks and workshops. 
Raindance is a qualifying festival for Oscars®, BAFTA and BIFA. www.raindance.org/festival  
 

Raindance is dedicated to fostering and promoting independent film around the world. Founded in 1992, it 
combines the Raindance Film Festival, film training courses, and Raindance Higher Education. Training courses 
are at the heart of the Raindance structure, aiming to give individuals the tools to start shooting their film, and 
covering screenwriting, production, directing, and virtual reality. Moreover, Raindance has developed three fully 
accredited Higher Education Film Programmes, becoming the only major film festival in the world to offer higher 
education. www.raindance.org  
 

Canon Europe is the EMEA strategic headquarters of Canon Inc., a global provider of imaging technologies and 
services. Canon Europe has operations in roughly 120 countries and contributes to approximately a quarter of 
Canon’s global revenues annually.  
Founded in 1937, the desire to continuously innovate has kept Canon at the forefront of imaging excellence 
throughout its 80 plus year history and has commitments to invest in the right areas and capture growth 
opportunities, from cameras to commercial printers, and industrial equipment to healthcare technologies. 
Canon’s corporate philosophy is Kyosei – ‘living and working together for the common good’. In EMEA, Canon 
Europe pursues sustainable business growth, focusing on reducing its own environmental impact and supporting 
customers to reduce theirs using Canon’s products, solutions and services. 
Canon is constantly redefining the world of imaging for the greater good. Through its technology and spirit of 
innovation, it pushes the bounds of what is possible – helping to see our world in ways we never have before. 
www.canon-europe.com 
 

CapCut is an all-in-one video editing and content creation platform used by creators, filmmakers and brands 
worldwide. CapCut combines professional editing tools with technology-powered features including auto 
captions, text-to-video, background removal, voice generation and smart video enhancement. Its new CapCut 
Video Studio offers a timeline-free creative workflow designed to simplify video production for creators of all 
levels. www.capcut.com 
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