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34TH RAINDANCE FILM FESTIVAL:  
From “Every Breath You Take” to “Summertime Blues”: 

docs featuring THE POLICE drummer Stewart Copeland and 
rock & roll icon EDDIE COCHRAN + festival exclusive 

screening of new GORILLAZ animated short  

34th Raindance Film Festival: 17 – 26 June at host cinema Vue Piccadilly 
www.raindance.org/festival 

 
This June, Britain’s biggest indie film festival, Raindance Film Festival is in tune with the 
summer music season thanks to a film programme that includes a pair of music 
documentaries that in turn portray rock & roll icon Eddie Cochran and legendary drummer of 
British band The Police, Stewart Copeland. The programme also includes the festival 
exclusive screening of the new Gorillaz animated short film, alongside several indie gems 
with music at their core. More details: 
 

Closing Gala: EDDIE COCHRAN: DON’T FORGET ME (UK Premiere) Fri 
26 June, 6pm at Vue Piccadilly 
The festival closes on 26 June with the UK Premiere of EDDIE COCHRAN: DON’T FORGET 
ME (dir: Kirsty Bell, UK). From the Academy Award-winning producers and filmmakers 
behind acclaimed documentaries like Quant and Ronnie’s comes the first official biography 
of rock & roll icon Eddie Cochran. Despite his brief 21 years, Cochran’s musical legacy 
resonates across generations and genres, influencing icons from David Bowie to The Sex 
Pistols. His timeless hits like “C’mon Everybody” and “Summertime Blues” continue to shape 
the soundtracks of countless lives. This landmark documentary explores Cochran’s journey 
from country roots to rock & roll pioneer, showcasing his profound impact on music history, 
including his influence on legends ranging from The Beatles to Rod Stewart to Yungblud. 
 

Director Kirsty Bell says “I’m incredibly honoured to bring Don’t Forget Me to Raindance. This 
film was made with enormous love and respect for Eddie, his family and the generations of 
artists he inspired – so sharing it with a festival that truly champions independent voices 
means a great deal to me.” 
 

This gala UK Premiere screening will be followed by what promises to be a unique after 
party, including a live performance by Darrel Higham and The Enforcers. One of the world’s 
leading interpreters of Eddie Cochran’s music, and a Gretsch brand ambassador, he was 
also the front man for Eddie Cochran’s last road band The Kelly Four. Welsh-born folk singer-
songwriter Jack Harris (who plays Eddie Cochran in the documentary) is also expected to 
attend and perform the title song “Don’t Forget Me” which he wrote specifically for the film. 
Other special guests from the music world tbc.  
 

Eddie Cochran will receive a posthumous RAINDANCE ICON AWARD to be presented to 
Eddie’s sister and niece. This award is set to be displayed alongside his original Gretsch 

http://www.raindance.org/festival


guitar and his other trophies at the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, Ohio. This special 
gala evening altogether provides an authentic connection to a genuine music legend. 
 

COPELAND (World Premiere) Fri 19 June, 6:30pm at Vue Piccadilly 
Best known for his role in British rock band The Police, legendary drummer, composer and 
conductor Stewart Copeland takes us on a whirlwind tour of his home, musical influences, 
family tree, keen business sense and friendship networks in the energetic feature 
documentary COPELAND (dir: Pablo Aragüés, Spain). Anchored by a concert in Italy, 
Copeland reflects on his incredible career in this fascinating music-focused documentary. 
The screening includes an exclusive pre-recorded Q&A conversation between Raindance 
founder Elliot Grove and Stewart Copeland. 
 

Director Pablo Aragüés says: “First time I heard The Police I was 16 and what amazed me 
was the drums in Outlandos. My thought was ‘who the hell is playing drums?’ Since then, I 
followed his career. I always thought he has a passionate life that needed to be in film. I met 
Shawn Rhodes in a festival and I talked about this dream project, and he knew someone who 
knew him. So in a few months we were on it! I see the film as a cinematic drum solo. My 
idea was to have Stewart talking through the film. Instead of having multiple interviews, just 
have his voice, his presence and his passion. He is such a character! Enough to take the film 
by himself. He’s known for not doing drum solos, therefore I thought it was funny that he 
made his biggest drum solo for his film. From the start I knew that I didn’t want to make a 
film about The Police, the film was about Stewart. People should know him for The Police, 
but he’s much more than this great band. I wanted the audience to know the journey of his 
life.” 
 

Opening Gala bonus short: THE MOUNTAIN, THE MOON CAVE AND 
THE SAD GOD (festival exclusive screening) Wed 17 June, 5:30pm Vue 
West End 
The Opening Gala of the 34th Raindance Film Festival on 17 June will include a bonus short: 
the first and exclusive festival screening of Gorillaz’s short film THE MOUNTAIN, THE MOON 
CAVE AND THE SAD GOD (dir: Jamie Hewlett, Timothy McCourt, Jonathan Djob Nkondo, 
UK), an animated short by English virtual band Gorillaz, from their latest album The 
Mountain. 
 

Director Jamie Hewlett says “It’s great that The Mountain, The Moon Cave & The Sad God is 
heading to the Raindance Film Festival. This project began with a series of personal trips we 
made to India and resulted in the widest ranging project we’ve ever made. Collaboration is at 
the heart of Gorillaz, the essence of everything we do. The vision for this film was to 
reinterpret the world of Gorillaz through the visual language and aesthetic of the great 1960s 
animated feature films. With a process guided by the artistic practices of the day, and many 
thousands of artist hours, the characters' adventures in India were brought to life, a homage 
to the early 2-D animators who paved the way. We’re excited for Raindance audiences to see 
it.” 
 
Other films in the feature programme include: 
 

A FREE DAUGHTER OF FREE KYRGYZSTAN (UK Premiere) Mon 22 
June, 3:10pm 
A fearless young singer challenges her oppressive culture through bold music videos, risking 
everything to amplify women’s voices despite dangerous opposition. The vérité-style 
documentary A FREE DAUGHTER OF FREE KYRGYZSTAN (dir: Leigh Iacobucci, Switzerland) 
follows musician and activist Zere Asylbek as she uses her music to spark solidarity among 



Kyrgyz women, despite a backlash including death threats, public humiliation, and the 
looming threat of legislation that could criminalise her art entirely. 
 

WHISKEY DIXIE & THE BIG WET COUNTRY (UK Premiere) Wed 24 June, 
8:15pm 
The hillbilly girl power comedy WHISKEY DIXIE & THE BIG WET COUNTRY (dir: Amanda 
Richards, USA) is the story of a has-been honky-tonk diva who gets a shot at the big time 
when a risqué remix goes viral. The eponymous Whiskey is played by recording artist 
Amanda Richards, who also wrote and directed. 
 

INSPIRED: FROM THE 30 SECOND SONG TO THE £1-MILLION ALBUM 
(World Premiere) Sat 20 June, 11am 
The documentary INSPIRED: FROM THE 30 SECOND SONG TO THE £1-MILLION ALBUM 
(dir: Mark Christopher Lee, UK) follows an obscure indie band who release an album full of 
30 second songs as part of their campaign for fairer royalties from Spotify.  
 

DANZE MACABRE: THE LE OMBRE ROSSE STORY (International 
Premiere) Thu 18 June, 9pm 
A faux documentary, and the only film in the line-up made using AI, DANZE MACABRE: THE 
LE OMBRE ROSSE STORY (dir: Julian Grant, Canada) is positioned as a lost documentary 
about a fictional Italian band who formed in 1971, and decades later are rediscovered. 
 

 
 

For more information, screeners, or interview requests: 
Stuart Haggas: press@raindance.co.uk 

 

Key film images: Here 
 

Press accreditations: www.raindance.org/festival/press-accreditations/ 
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